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We are so thankful at Christian Legal Society (CLS) for another wonderful and successful year.  
Thank you for taking the time to read our 2017 Annual Report. 

 
CLS continues to be the salt and light of Jesus Christ in the legal profession and on law school campuses. 

Our Center for Law and Religious Freedom continues to defend religious freedom for 
EPP�%QIVMGERW��LIPTMRK�MRHMZMHYEPW��GEQTYW�QMRMWXV]�KVSYTW��GLYVGLIW��RSRTVS½X�SVKERM^EXMSRW��

and religious schools navigate the changing legal environment.
 

We also added six new Christian Legal Aid clinics to our nationwide network, expanding the reach 
of Christian lawyers to bring justice to the poor and the needy and to defend the widow and the orphan.

 
At CLS, we seek to glorify God in all we do and to make an impact for His Kingdom.  

We held three wonderful regional retreats in the Northeast, Midwest, and the Northwest, 
and our 2017 National Conference theme was Discovering Joy in the Law.

 
Thank you for your support.  We pray you will continue to partner with CLS as 

we stand “in the gates” of the law seeking to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ in the legal profession.

Thank You!

David Nammo
Executive Director & CEO

Jennifer Patrick
Chairman of the Board & President





Christian Legal Society is a nationwide fellowship of 
Christians commited to acting justly, loving mercy, and 

walking humbly with their God (Micah 6:8).

Founded in 1961, CLS defends the religious liberties of all Americans 
in the legislatures and the courts and serves those most in need in our 

society through Christian Legal Aid. 

By inspiring, encouraging, and equipping Christian lawyers and law 
students both individually and in community to proclaim, love, and serve 
Jesus Christ through the study and practice of law, the provision of legal 

assistance to the poor and needy, and the defense of the inalienable 
VMKLXW�XS�PMJI�ERH�VIPMKMSYW�JVIIHSQ��[I�EVI�JYP½PPMRK�XLI�GSQQERH�SJ�

Micah 6:8 and ensuring the next generation of Americans has the same 
opportunites to share their faith in community. 



A New Web Face for CLS

In 2017, CLS launched 
a new website with 
enhanced resources 

and capabilties to 
serve our members 

and the public. 

Each of CLS’ ministries 
also has a new website 
and unique domain as 

well to enable each 
ministry to better 

serve their respective 
constituents.

ChristianLegalSociety.org



ChristianLegalAid.org

AttorneyMinistries.org

CLSReligiousFreedom.org

ChristianLawStudents.org



Christian Legal Society’s Christian Legal Aid program is a critical ministry that
MRGVIEWIW�EGGIWW�XS�PIKEP�EMH�WIVZMGIW�JSV�XLI�TSSV��XLI�QEVKMREPM^IH��ERH�XLI�ZMGXMQW�
of injustice in America. 

The goal of Christian Legal Aid (CLA) is to meet the urgent legal needs of 
the most vulnerable members of our society.

There is a great need for Christian Legal Aid in America. There is currently one 
legal aid attorney for every 10,000 people in poverty in the United States. In other 
words, 80% of people in need of legal aid have no access to affordable help. 

Christian Legal Aid is helping meet this need. By equipping and training CLA clinics, 
by helping to establish new CLA clinics nationwide, and by providing clinics access 
to volunteer lawyers through our attorney network, CLA is responding to Jesus’ 
command to help the poor and the needy with their legal problems.

This is justice with the love of God. 

Anyone in need of legal services can access CLS’ Legal Aid Clinic Directory and 
Christian Lawyer Directory and other legal resources on the CLS website. These 
resources remain highly sought after with CLS receiving regular inquiries from 
TISTPI�MR�RIIH�SJ�PIKEP�EWWMWXERGI��1ER]�TVSQMRIRX�'LVMWXMER�SVKERM^EXMSRW�HMVIGX�
those in need to these CLS services. 

In 2017, Christian Legal Aid provided legal aid training to over 350 attorneys, 
and six new clinics were added to the CLS Christian Legal Aid network.



Helping Change Lives for His Glory 
Amazing Stories from 2017

After the Houston recovery began following Hurricane Harvey, survivors had many legal concerns.  
Houston Legal Aid Center (HLAC), a Christian Legal Aid program that CLS helped to start in 2016, 

was on the forefront of serving victims of the hurricane. 
,0%'�EXXSVRI]W�QIX�[MXL�ZMGXMQW�MR�XLI�WLIPXIVW�ERH�EHSTXIH�½ZI�JEQMPMIW�[LS�[IVI�¾SSHIH�SYX�SJ�XLIMV�LSQIW��

CLS supporters also stepped up and provided critical funds for the Houston community following Hurricane Harvey. 

Silicon Valley Christian Legal Aid (SVCLA), another clinic that CLS helped establish, got off to a great start this year since opening 
its doors in December 2016.  More than 30 volunteers served at their two sites, and they set up a partnership with a medical 

clinic in a gang-infested area of the south bay.  Two attorneys took on full representation of a single father whose life God turned 
around from drugs.  They are helping him establish paternity for his biological child and adopt the sibling. 

Six other clients came to Christ through this newly-established clinic! 
Where there is darkness and fear, God used SVCLA to shed His light of the Gospel, as well as the light of understanding the law.  



The Center for Law and Religious Freedom, the advocacy ministry of Christian 
Legal Society, advances all Americans’ religious freedom and freedom of speech, as 
well as the sanctity of human life, in the courts, Congress, and the public square. 
Founded in 1975, the Center is America’s original Christian ministry dedicated to 
defending religious freedom. 

For over 40 years, the Center has pursued its vision of a free civil society that 
promotes all Americans’ religious freedom and free speech, while nurturing a 
profound respect for human life. Our Republic will prosper only if the First 
Amendment rights of all Americans are protected, regardless of the current 
popularity of their religious exercise and expression. 

8LI�'IRXIV Ẃ�LEPPQEVO�LEW�EP[E]W�FIIR�MXW�[MPPMRKRIWW�XS�[SVO�[MXL�SVKERM^EXMSRW�
across the political and religious spectrum to defend our First Freedom. Through 
the Center’s efforts, landmark laws have been enacted by Congress and upheld by 
the Supreme Court to defend all Americans’ religious freedom in innovative and 
dynamic ways. 

In 2017, the Center’s work included testifying before a congressional subcommittee 
to rebut a U.S. government report that attacked religious freedom, advising 
religious student groups who faced exclusion from campus for requiring their lead-
IVW�XS�FI�VIPMKMSYW��½PMRK�FVMIJW�XLEX�HIJIRHIH�'LVMWXMERW´�ZSMGIW�MR�XLI�TYFPMG�WUYEVI��
ERH�½KLXMRK�EKEMRWX�RI[�XLVIEXW�XS�'LVMWXMER�PE[]IVW´�ERH�NYHKIW´�VMKLX�XS�TVEGXMGI�
law consistently with their religious beliefs.



Protecting Students’ Right to Meet on Campus

For over 40 years, the Center has defended the right of religious student groups to meet on college campuses despite great 
resistance from some college administrators. Often these religious groups are the only contact that hundreds of thousands of 

WXYHIRXW�[MPP�LEZI�[MXL�'LVMWXMERMX]�HYVMRK�XLIMV�GSPPIKI�]IEVW��&IGEYWI�GEQTYWIW�EVI�QMWWMSR�½IPHW�VMTI�JSV�XLI�LEVZIWX��OIITMRK�
them open for Christian students to meet and share the Gospel is vital. 

Testimony on the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights’ Report Attacking Religious Freedom: On February 16, 2017, Center 
(MVIGXSV�/MQ�'SPF]�XIWXM½IH�FIJSVI�XLI�,SYWI�.YHMGMEV]�'SQQMXXII Ẃ�7YFGSQQMXXII�SR�XLI�'SRWXMXYXMSR�EX�E�LIEVMRK�SR�±8LI�

7XEXI�SJ�6IPMKMSYW�0MFIVX]�MR�%QIVMGE�²�/MQ�EHHVIWWIH�XLI�HIITP]�¾E[IH�VITSVX�MWWYIH�F]�XLI�9RMXIH�7XEXIW�'SQQMWWMSR�SR�'MZMP�
Rights in 2016 that attacked the right of religious students to meet on college campuses.

Written Statement on Campus Free Speech Issues: On April 4, 2017, the Subcommittee on the Constitution held a hearing on 
“First Amendment Protections on Public College and University Campuses.” The Center submitted a written statement that used 

Christian students’ personal narratives of the obstacles they had encountered on their campuses simply because their religious 
groups required their leaders to be religious.

The Center Aided College Students Nationwide: The Center helped students remain on campuses in California, Iowa, Texas, 
ERH�SXLIV�WXEXIW��-X�EWWMWXIH�RSX�SRP]�'07�WXYHIRXW�FYX�EPWS�WXYHIRXW�MR�SXLIV�GEQTYW�SVKERM^EXMSRW�

“It took about nine months for us to receive … recognition, 
and there were times where we didn’t think it was even going to 
happen but over the long haul … with a lot of faithfulness 
and a lot of help from CLS National, and even some relationship 
building with the administration here at the school that we never 
would have expected, God showed himself faithful in ways we never 
could have imagined.”        
                                   - CLS Law Student Chapter President in Texas



Protecting Christian Lawyers from ABA Model Rule 8.4(g) 

8LI�'IRXIV�LEW�PIH�XLI�STTSWMXMSR�XS�XLI�%QIVMGER�&EV�%WWSGMEXMSR Ẃ�1SHIP�6YPI�����K
��XLI�LMKLP]�GVMXMGM^IH�ERH�HIITP]�¾E[IH�
model rule that has been condemned by numerous scholars as a speech code for lawyers. The rule poses an existential threat 
to lawyers who value independent thinking, freedom of speech, and free exercise of religion. Model Rule 8.4(g) will chill lawyers’ 
expression of disfavored political and religious viewpoints on controversial contemporary issues. Lawyers could lose their license 
to practice law for remaining faithful to their religious beliefs in their legal practices.

Fortunately, ABA Model Rule 8.4(g) applies to lawyers only if they live in a state in which the highest court adopts it.  And to date, 
no state, other than Vermont, has adopted ABA Model Rule 8.4(g).  

The Center established a national monitoring system to track attempts to adopt ABA Model Rule 8.4(g) and to educate lawyers 
nationwide about the dangers ABA Model Rule 8.4(g) poses. These lawyers in turn have educated their fellow attorneys, their 
state bar associations, and their states’ highest courts as to why ABA Model Rule 8.4(g) should not be adopted. 

'07�LEW�½PIH�GSQQIRX�PIXXIVW�STTSWMRK�EHSTXMSR�SJ�1SHIP�6YPI�����K
�MR�'EPMJSVRME��-PPMRSMW��0SYMWMERE��1SRXERE��2IZEHE��
4IRRW]PZERME��7SYXL�'EVSPMRE��8IRRIWWII��ERH�9XEL��8S�HEXI��SJ½GMEP�FSHMIW�MR�-PPMRSMW��1EMRI��1SRXERE��4IRRW]PZERME��8I\EW��ERH�7SYXL�
Carolina have condemned Model Rule 8.4(g), and those in Nevada and Louisiana have abandoned efforts to impose it on their 
attorneys.

5HVRXUFHV�WR�KHOS�¼JKW�WKLV�UXOH�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�SXEOLF�XVH�YLD�RXU�ZHEVLWHV��&/65HOLJLRXV)UHHGRP�RUJ�DQG�
ChristianLegalSociety.org. 

To better understand the issues surrounding ABA Model Rule 8.4(g), please visit our online resources, which include video 
presentations, educational webinars, written publications, and comment letters. For example, in February 2017, CLS hosted a 
webinar about the pitfalls of Model Rule 8.4(g) that can be viewed on our website. CLS has presented CLEs to interested 
EXXSVRI]�KVSYTW�XS�MRJSVQ�XLIQ�EFSYX�XLI�TVSTSWIH�VYPI���8LI�'IRXIV�LEW�FIIR�VIGSKRM^IH�EW�XLI�JSVIQSWX�VIWSYVGI�JSV�
equipping attorneys with information about the proposed rule.





In the Courts

Defending Religious Dissenters
8LI�'IRXIV�½PIH�E�JVMIRH�SJ�XLI�GSYVX�FVMIJ�MR�XLI�9RMXIH�7XEXIW�7YTVIQI�'SYVX�XLEX�EVKYIH�XLEX�GSQTIPPMRK�E�'LVMWXMER�FEOIV�XS�
create a cake to celebrate a wedding, which he understands to be an inherently religious event, violates the Free Exercise and 
Establishment Clauses. The brief urged the Court to protect religious freedom for people of faith in light of the Court’s 2015 
HIGMWMSR�VIGSKRM^MRK�WEQI�WI\�QEVVMEKI��3YX�SJ�SZIV����JVMIRH�SJ�XLI�GSYVX�FVMIJW�½PIH��XLI�'IRXIV Ẃ�FVMIJ�[EW�LMKLPMKLXIH�HYVMRK�
the oral argument. Several media reports also noted the Center’s brief. 
(Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission)

8LI�'IRXIV�½PIH�E�JVMIRH�SJ�XLI�GSYVX�FVMIJ�MR�XLI�*MJXL�'MVGYMX�'SYVX�SJ�%TTIEPW�MR�WYTTSVX�SJ�E�WXEXI�PE[�TVSXIGXMRK�GMXM^IRW�JVSQ�
state retaliation against their religious beliefs regarding same-sex marriage. (Barber v. Bryant)

Advocating on Behalf of Christian Judges
8LI�'IRXIV�½PIH�E�JVMIRH�SJ�XLI�GSYVX�FVMIJ�MR�XLI�3VIKSR�7YTVIQI�'SYVX�MR�WYTTSVX�SJ�E�'LVMWXMER�NYHKI�[LS�JEGIW�VIQSZEP�JVSQ�
SJ½GI��[LMGL�MW�QSXMZEXIH�F]�LSWXMPMX]�XS[EVH�LMW�VIPMKMSYW�FIPMIJW�VIKEVHMRK�WEQI�WI\�[IHHMRK�GIVIQSRMIW��8LI�'IRXIV Ẃ�FVMIJ�YVKIH�
the court to rule that a judge’s refusal to perform a wedding ceremony that violates his sincerely held religious beliefs does not 
VIRHIV�LMQ�YR½X�XS�LSPH�NYHMGMEP�SJ½GI��(Inquiry Concerning Judge Day)

8LI�'IRXIV�½PIH�E�JVMIRH�SJ�XLI�GSYVX�FVMIJ�YVKMRK�XLI�9RMXIH�7XEXIW�7YTVIQI�'SYVX�XS�VIZMI[�XLI�GEWI�SJ�E�'LVMWXMER�NYHKI�[LS�
was disciplined for stating that her religious beliefs would not allow her to perform same-sex wedding ceremonies. (Wyoming 
law does not�VIUYMVI�NYHKIW�XS�TIVJSVQ�[IHHMRKW��ERH�.YHKI�2IIP]�LEH�RIZIV�FIIR�EWOIH�XS�WSPIQRM^I�E�WEQI�WI\�[IHHMRK�
�8LI�
'IRXIV Ẃ�FVMIJ�EVKYIH�XLEX�;]SQMRK�LEH�EHSTXIH�ER�YRGSRWXMXYXMSREP�VIPMKMSYW�XIWX�JSV�NYHMGMEP�SJ½GI��8LEX�VYPMRK�XLVIEXIRIH�RSX�SRP]�
Wyoming judges, attorneys, and law students, but also judges, attorneys, and law students nationwide. 
(Neely v. Wyoming Commission of Judicial Conduct and Ethics) 

8LI�'IRXIV�½PIH�E�JVMIRH�SJ�XLI�GSYVX�FVMIJ�MR�XLI�*SYVXL�'MVGYMX�'SYVX�SJ�%TTIEPW�YVKMRK�MX�XS�YTLSPH�E�2SVXL�'EVSPMRE�WXEXYXI�
protecting magistrates from having to perform same-sex wedding ceremonies to which they have religious objections. 
(Ansley v. Warren)



Protecting Religious Ministries
'07�½PIH�E�JVMIRH�SJ�XLI�GSYVX�FVMIJ�MR�XLI�9RMXIH�7XEXIW�7YTVIQI�'SYVX�YVKMRK�MX�XS�YTLSPH�'SRKVIWW´�FVSEH�VIPMKMSYW�I\IQTXMSR�JSV�

“church plans.” For decades, many religious hospitals had relied in good faith on the federal government’s ruling that their pension 
TPERW�UYEPM½IH�EW�±GLYVGL�TPERW�²�,EH�XLI�'SYVX�VYPIH�XS�XLI�GSRXVEV]��XLIWI�VIPMKMSYW�LSWTMXEPW�TSXIRXMEPP]�[SYPH�LEZI�S[IH�FMPPMSRW�SJ�

dollars. (Advocate Health Care v. Stapleton)

Defending Religious Freedom in the Military
8LI�'IRXIV�½PIH�E�FVMIJ�SR�FILEPJ�SJ�E�1EVMRI�GSVTSVEP�[LS�[EW�GSYVX�QEVXMEPIH�JSV�VIJYWMRK�XS�XEOI�HS[R�E�&MFPI�ZIVWI�WLI�LEH�
posted in her work station. In ruling against her, the Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces severely weakened religious freedom 

protections for all military personnel. On behalf of military chaplains and others, the Center urged the United States Supreme Court 
to review the case in its friend-of-the-court brief. (Sterling v. United States)

Preserving Pro-Life Speech
8LI�'IRXIV�½PIH�E�JVMIRH�SJ�XLI�GSYVX�FVMIJ�MR�XLI�*SYVXL�'MVGYMX�'SYVX�SJ�%TTIEPW�MR�

support of a pro-life counseling center.  The City of Baltimore passed a law forcing the 
center to post a sign saying it did not refer for, or perform, abortions.  The Center’s 

brief argued that the law violated the pro-life center’s free speech rights. 
(Greater Baltimore Center for Pregnancy Concerns v. Mayor and Council of Baltimore)

Promoting the Rule of Law
8LI�'IRXIV�½PIH�E�JVMIRH�SJ�XLI�GSYVX�FVMIJ�MR�XLI�7IGSRH�'MVGYMX�'SYVX�SJ�%TTIEPW�

urging the court not to radically re-interpret federal civil rights laws. For 50 years, 
federal civil rights laws have prohibited “discrimination on the basis of sex,” which has 

always been interpreted to mean only discrimination between men and women. 
 Activist groups have urged courts to re-interpret “sex discrimination” to include 

discrimination on the basis of gender identity or sexual orientation, which everyone 
agrees was not the intent of Congress when it passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

(Zarda v. Altitude Express)



Defending Religious Freedom

Religious Freedom Toolkit
CLS is pleased to provide a Religious 
Freedom Toolkit, featuring various 
articles and resources recommended 
by CLS Center Director Kim Colby, to 
equip law students, lawyers, and 
laypersons to defend religious freedom in 
their daily work and conversations.  
The toolkit is available on the Center’s 
website, CLSReligiousFreedom.org. 

Kim Colby’s article Equipped to Defend 
Religious Freedom appeared in CLS' 
Journal of Christian Legal Thought in the 
Fall of 2016. Due to the popularity of the 
resource, it was released as an
independent article in 2017. 

National Religious Liberty Award
In June, Center Director Kim Colby was awarded the prestigious National Religious Liberty Award at the 15th Annual Religious 
Liberty Dinner in Washington, D.C.  The annual award is conferred by the International Religious Liberty Association, North 
%QIVMGER�6IPMKMSYW�0MFIVX]�%WWSGMEXMSR��ERH�0MFIVX]�1EKE^MRI��



Religious Freedom Guidance
8LI�'IRXIV�TVSZMHIW�[IFWMXI�VIWSYVGIW�JSV�GLYVGLIW��JEMXL�FEWIH�RSRTVS½XW��ERH�VIPMKMSYW�WGLSSPW�ERH�GSPPIKIW�XS�IHYGEXI�XLIQ�

about current legal issues, particularly legal questions that have arisen in recent years as a result of rapidly shifting cultural norms. 
The resources include webinars and sample policies that religious congregations, schools, and ministries should consider adopting to 

address issues in the context of marriage, sexual conduct, and abortion. 

These resources are available to the public at the Center’s website, CLSReligiousFreedom.org. 



Helping Change Lives for His Glory
Amazing Stories from 2017

Ting Xue was arrested by the Chinese police for the “crime” of attending a “house church.” In China, house churches are quickly growing, 
but they remain illegal because they are not controlled by the Chinese government.  Worship outside of government-controlled churches is 
illegal, and house churches are frequently raided by police, who arrest persons attending the churches. 

%JXIV�LI�TEMH�E�½RI�IUYMZEPIRX�XS�LEPJ�LMW�ERRYEP�MRGSQI��8MRK�<YI�[EW�VIPIEWIH�JVSQ�NEMP�FYX�WXMPP�LEH�XS�VITSVX�XS�XLI�NEMP�IEGL�[IIO�JSV�
re-education sessions. He was warned that if he was caught a second time worshipping at a house church, the consequences would be 
worse.  A month later, his house church was raided again. Several of the Christians who were arrested were sentenced to a year in prison. 
Ting Xue was not arrested a second time because he had missed church because of his work schedule. 

8MRK�<YI�¾IH�XLI�GSYRXV]�ERH�IZIRXYEPP]�QEHI�LMW�[E]�XS�%QIVMGE��7IIOMRK�EW]PYQ�FEWIH�SR�E�VIEWSREFPI�JIEV�SJ�VIPMKMSYW�TIVWIGYXMSR��8MRK�
<YI�I\TPEMRIH�XS�E�NYHKI�XLEX�±XLI�KSZIVRQIRX�ETTVSZIH�'LVMWXMER�GLYVGL�XIEGLIW�XLEX�PS]EPX]�XS�GSYRXV]�ERH�XLI�'SQQYRMWX�TEVX]�GSQIW�
FIJSVI�PS]EPX]�XS�+SH²�ERH�HSIW�RSX�EPPS[�±TISTPI�XLI�JVIIHSQ�XS�I\TVIWW�XLIMV�ZMI[W�²��8LI�NYHKI�FIPMIZIH�LMW�WXSV]�FYX�HIRMIH�8MRK�<YI�
asylum, ruling instead that Ting Xue could return to China and avoid persecution if only he would keep his religious beliefs secret.
  
8MRK�<YI�ETTIEPIH�XS�XLI�9RMXIH�7XEXIW�7YTVIQI�'SYVX��-R�1E]�������XLI�'IRXIV�½PIH�E�JVMIRH�SJ�XLI�GSYVX�FVMIJ�MR�WYTTSVX�SJ��8MRK�<YI��
arguing that religious persecution includes a government punishing a person for making public his Christian faith.  As a result of the Center’s 
involvement, the U.S. government exercised its discretion to grant asylum to Ting Xue.  A delegation of CLS members continues to dialogue 
[MXL�KSZIVRQIRX�SJ½GMEPW��YVKMRK�WTIGM½G�[E]W�XS�MQTVSZI�XLI�LERHPMRK�SJ�PIKMXMQEXI�VIUYIWXW�JSV�EW]PYQ�SR�VIPMKMSYW�KVSYRHW��

As a result of the Center’s intervention, Ting Xue lives with his wife and young daughter in Denver, where he is active in his church, holds a 
NSF��ERH�TE]W�XE\IW��;MXLSYX�XLI�'IRXIV´W�IJJSVXW��LI�GSYPH�LEZI�FIIR�HITSVXIH�XS�'LMRE�[LIVI�TVMWSR�E[EMXIH���8LI�SRKSMRK�GSRZIVWEXMSRW�
FIX[IIR�'07�QIQFIVW�ERH�KSZIVRQIRX�SJ½GMEPW�SJJIV�LSTI�XS�'LVMWXMERW�EVSYRH�XLI�[SVPH�[LS�JEGI�TIVWIGYXMSR�WMQTP]�FIGEYWI�XLI]�
exercise the most essential human right – the right to worship God.

 





The mission of Law Student Ministries (LSM) is to provide fellowship and support for 
future lawyers as they begin to navigate their career in the law. Our goal is to equip 
these students with resources that will help them learn to thrive as Christians and as 
lawyers. Christian students who desire to think well about their callings need one 
another to explore the deep implications of the relationship between Christian 
discipleship and the study and practice of law.  We foster a desire in students for 
faithful stewardship of their legal gifts, springing from spiritual formation and resulting 
in lifelong service to others in and through the law. 

LSM supports more than 450 law student fellowship leaders at 145 law schools 
throughout the nation, who lead thousands of students, helping to encourage and equip 
them by inviting them to join their on-campus chapter community, by connecting them 
with local lawyers and mentors, by providing opportunities to engage Christians in the 
profession at the CLS National Conference and the CLS Regional Retreats (and pro-
viding scholarships for them to attend!), and by providing extensive written and online 
resources to equip and encourage them in their law school journey.

Regent University School of Law continues to partner with CLS to advance and 
enhance the mission of the Institute for Christian Legal Studies (ICLS), which 
creates resources for law students and lawyers, including the Journal of Christian Legal 
Thought, podcasts, and Bible studies. 

CLS continued its partnership with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF), joining 
forces in shared ministry at retreats and conferences and the training of IVCF 
Graduate and Faculty Ministries (GFM) staff to serve law students in CLS campus 
groups. 



Modeling Mentorship in Chicago: 'LMGEKS�EXXSVRI]W�LSWXIH�XLI�½VWX�ERRYEP�'07�'LMGEKS�%VIE�0E[�7GLSSP�'LETXIV�
Leadership Summit. Law student leaders from six of the seven Chicago-area law schools attended. This gathering of 

local attorney and law student leaders will serve as a model for other cities, where attorneys can encourage students 
to cast vision for the coming academic year, prepare for life as a lawyer, and think well about serving Christ on 

GEQTYW��7XYHIRXW�VIXYVRIH�XS�XLIMV�GEQTYWIW�IHM½IH�ERH�IUYMTTIH��

Florida Law School Professional Colleges Host Night of Worship: In addition to its regular Bible study and 
meeting times, the University of Florida CLS Law Student Chapter seeks ways to connect with other parts 

of the UF campus.  In March 2017, CLS law students met with medical, dental, pharmacy, and business students for 
the second Professional Colleges Night of Worship.  They had fellowship over a potluck meal and then entered into 
a time of worship, followed by Bible study and small group discussion on “why, when, and how” we should engage in 

evangelistic outreach on campus and within our professions. 

Helping Change Lives for His Glory 
Amazing Stories from 2017



Attorney Ministries (AM) is the network and community of lawyers dedicated to 
impacting their profession and their community for Jesus Christ. Our goal is to 
inspire Christian attorneys to see their vocation as a calling and to fellowship with 
one another as they live out their faith in their personal and professional lives.  

Attorney Ministries seeks to give attorneys an opportunity to live up to the higher 
standards that the Lord requires of every lawyer. That spirit of service is evident in 
the work that CLS carries out for our community of lawyers and the public.

In 2017, CLS hired Connie Bourne as Director of Attorney Ministries.  This year 
also brought about an expansion of the available resources offered to CLS 
members.  AM sought new ways to encourage members to gather together and to 
help attorneys explore Christian discipleship particularly through study with our 
local chapters.

CLS also expanded opportunities for Christian attorneys to serve, whether by 
mentoring law students, providing Christian Legal Aid for the needy, or 
participating in service projects with a local chapter.

CLS Attorney Chapters
CLS currently has 52 attorney chapters nationwide. In 2017, we welcomed two 
new chapters to our network: Cape May, NJ and Williamson County, TX.  To 
facilitate leadership by our chapter leaders, CLS hosted quarterly roundtable 
discussions in 2017.  Topics at these roundtable discussions included chapter
PIEHIVWLMT�HIZIPSTQIRX��WYGGIWWMSR�TPERRMRK��XLI�FIRI½XW�SJ�FYMPHMRK�I\XIVREP�
relationships, and diversity.



Helping Change Lives for His Glory 
Amazing Stories from 2017

“It’s a blessing to know I am not alone…that there are other 
Christian lawyers out there who are experiencing the same challenges at work.”

“Your email was a pleasant surprise. I am quite pleased to know that I am 
part of an organization that personally cares about its members.”

The new Cape May, NJ Chapter President published an op-ed in the Cape May 
County Herald. He closed the piece with the following: “So, our goal in the 
Cape May County Chapter of the Christian Legal Society is to 

continue to shine the light of Jesus by following His teachings in all 
that we do as lawyers, fellowship with each other and most 

importantly speak to God through prayer so that we can follow the 
path that He wants us to take as we proceed on our journey as foot 
soldiers of Christ. As we do this we will do the good works that He 

has already planned for us, good works from God, not for God.”

CLS chapters around the country are working to serve those in the bar and in their communities. The Dallas chapter worked 
with chapters from around Texas to set up an exhibit table at the annual State Bar convention, sharing the love of Christ with 

Texas lawyers. The Northern Illinois chapter reached out to law student leaders and hosted a leadership summit to encourage 
and equip them for serving on campus. In Orange County, the monthly chapter fellowship provides fellowship and networking 

opportunities for California attorneys. Exciting events like these are taking place all over the country. 



Tools for Ministry
Publications

Cross and Gavel Podcast
CLS’ Cross and Gavel Podcast continues to encourage and inform our audience of 
lawyers, law students, and others interested in law and culture. Our most popular 
episodes featured interviews with Byron Borger and Dean Eric Enlow on Joy in 
the Law, CLS Center Director Kim Colby on the Masterpiece Cakeshop case, and 
attorney member Ben Chappell on legal ministry in the Congo. The Cross and Gavel 
Podcast is available on iTunes and any podcast app. 

A  P U B L I C AT I O N  O F  C H R I S T I A N  L E G A L  S O C I E T Y
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The Role of the 
Church & the Law

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
• Staying on Track: What Are We 

Doing and Why Are We Doing It? 

• A Federal Report Rede!nes 
Religious Freedom

• These Are Our Neighbors: 
Protection and Restoration  from 
Human Tra"cking in North Carolina
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ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
• Two Views on the Role of the State in Charity by Craig Stern and Stephanie Summers

• “Deny yourself, pick up your cross, and follow Him” by Esther Larson

• The Smartest Way to Help the Poor by Peter Fry

 Charity and the  
Christian Life

Our Calling to Give, 
Serve, and Stand
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In 2017, CLS released two issues of The Christian Lawyer�QEKE^MRI�SR�XLI�XSTMGW�SJ�
,YQER�8VEJ½GOMRK��8LI�6SPI�SJ�XLI�'LYVGL�ERH�XLI�0E[ and Charity and the Christian 
Life: Our Calling to Give, Serve, and Stand. In conjunction with Regent University and 
the Institute for Christian Legal Studies, CLS also released two issues of the Journal of 
Christian Legal Thought. 





Getting Connected
Regional Retreats

2017 National Conference

CLS’ annual winter regional retreats are central to CLS’ mission. Regional retreats provide 
a unique opportunity for lawyers and law students to engage one another on critical topics 
of faith and law practice. Bringing law students and lawyers together provides students with 
critical advice and mentorship and encourages lawyers about the future of the profession. 

In 2017, more than 130 lawyers, students, and family members gathered at three locations 
around the country to be challenged in their faith. Students and lawyers travelled to 
Leavenworth, Washington, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, and Mount Bethel, Pennsylvania. This 
year’s retreat themes included The Shaping Power of Law Practice; God’s Will for You: Be 
Joyful, Pray Continually, Give Thanks; and Following Christ in the Law.

Attorneys, law students, judges, scholars, and friends all gathered in Newport Beach, 
California in October for the 2017 CLS National Conference. Over 500 attendees joined 
us to discuss the theme, Discovering Joy in the Law.  We heard from world-class speakers 
MRGPYHMRK�(V��.IVV]�6SSX��(V��6IZ��7EQYIP�6SHVMKYI^��.SLR�7XSRIWXVIIX��ERH�(IER�)VMG�)RPS[��EW�
[IPP�EW�HS^IRW�SJ�[SVOWLST�WTIEOIVW���8LI]�EPP�GLEPPIRKIH�YW�XS�HMWGSZIV�XLI�0SVH Ẃ�NS]�MR�EPP�
we do in work and play.
 
Conference workshops covered a wide range of interests and practice areas, with topics 
including religious freedom, Christian mediation, law practice management, ethics, 
NYVMWTVYHIRGI��GLYVGL�ERH�RSRTVS½X�PE[��TVS�PMJI�FMS�IXLMGW��'LVMWXMER�0IKEP�%MH��[SVO�PMJI�
FEPERGI��PMXMKEXMSR��WTMVMXYEP�JSVQEXMSR��ERH�SXLIV�TVEGXMGI�WTIGM½G�EVIEW��-R�EHHMXMSR��[I�[IVI�
I\GMXIH�XS�[IPGSQI�XLI�½VWX�3VXLSHS\�'LVMWXMER�0E[]IVW�+EXLIVMRK�EW�TEVX�SJ�SYV�TVSKVEQ��
and we welcomed back the Anglican Lawyers Gathering as well. It was a wonderful weekend 
of learning, fellowship, and fun.



UPCOMING NATIONAL CONFERENCES
2018 - CLEARWATER BEACH

2019 - CHICAGO
2020 - WASHINGTON, DC





2017 Attorney Chapters
Alabama
Birmingham

Mobile

%VM^SRE
Phoenix
Tucson

California
Inland Empire
Los Angeles

Orange County
Sacramento
San Diego

San Fernando Valley
San Francisco

West LA

Colorado
Colorado Springs

Denver

District of 
Columbia

Florida
Jacksonville

Orlando
Palm Beach (West)

Tallahassee

Georgia
Atlanta 

Hawaii
Honolulu

Illinois
Chicago

Wheaton

Kansas
Wichita

Louisana
New Orleans

Maryland
Baltimore

Massachusetts
Boston

Minnesota
Minneapolis

Mississippi
Jackson

Missouri
Kansas City

St. Louis

Nebraska
Lincoln

Nevada
Las Vegas

 

New Jersey
Cape May*

New York
New York City

Syracuse

North Carolina
Wake County

Ohio
Columbus

Willoughby Hills

Oklahoma
Oklahoma City

Oregon
Salem

Pennsylvania
4LMPEHIPTLME�(IPE[EVI�:EPPI]

Pittsburgh

Tennessee
Memphis
Nashville

Texas
Austin
Dallas

Houston
San Antonio

Williamson County*

Virginia
Leesburg
Richmond

Washington State
Seattle

*New Chapter



2017 Law Schools Served

The University of Alabama
American University

Appalachian School of Law
%VM^SRE�7XEXI�9RMZIVWMX]
9RMZIVWMX]�SJ�%VM^SRE

University of Arkansas Fayetteville
Barry University at Orlando

Baylor Law School
Belmont University

Boston College
Boston University

Brooklyn Law School
University of California Berkley
University of California Davis

University of California Hastings
California Western

University of California Los Angeles
Campbell University
Capital University

Case Western Reserve University
University of Chicago

Chicago Kent College of Law
University of Cincinnati
University of Colorado
Concordia University

University of Connecticut
Cornell University

University of Denver
DePaul University

University of Detroit Mercy
The University of D.C.

Drake University
Duke University

Duquesne University
Emory University

University of Florida
Florida A & M University

Florida Coastal School of Law
Florida State University

George Mason University
George Washington University

Georgetown University
University of Georgia
Harvard University
University of Hawaii 

University of Houston
University of Illinois

Indiana University Bloomington
Indiana University Indianapolis

University of Iowa

John Marshall Law School (GA)
John Marshall Law School (IL)

University of Kansas
University of Kentucky

Lewis and Clark Law School
Liberty University

Louisiana State University
University of Louisville

Loyola Law School Los Angeles
Loyola University Chicago

Marquette University
University of Maryland

9RMZIVWMX]�SJ�4EGM½G�1G+ISVKI
University of Memphis

University of Miami
Michigan State University

University of Michigan
University of Minnesota

Mississippi College
The University of Mississippi

University of Missouri Columbia
University of Missouri Kansas City

Mitchell Hamline School of Law
University of Nebraska

University of New Mexico



New York University
North Carolina Central University

University of North Carolina
University of North Texas Dallas

Northern Illinois University
Northwestern University
University of Notre Dame
Ohio Northern University 
The Ohio State University
Oklahoma City University
University of Oklahoma
University of Oregon

Penn State Dickinson School of Law
Pepperdine University

University of Pittsburgh
Quinnipiac University

Regent University
University of San Diego

San Joaquin College of Law
Santa Clara University

Seattle University
University of South Carolina

University of Southern California
Southern Methodist University

St. John’s University
Stetson University
Temple University

University of Tennessee
Texas A&M

Texas Southern University
The University of Texas

University of Toledo
Trinity Law School
Tulane University

Valparaiso University
Vanderbilt University
Villanova University
University of Virginia

Wake Forest School of Law
Washburn University

Washington and Lee University
Washington University

University of Washington
Western Michigan University Grand Rapids

Western Michigan University Tampa Bay
Whittier Law School

University of  Wisconsin 
Yale University





Serving 

141 
Communities 

through 

Christian 
Legal Aid 

Serving 

145
 Law Schools

and over

2,500
Student 

Participants

Impacting over

87,000 
Individuals 

through 
Christian 
Legal Aid

 

52 
Active

Nationwide
Attorney 
Chapters



2017 Financials
At Christian Legal Society, we are committed to putting every dollar possible directly toward ministry.  

-R����������GIRXW�SYX�SJ�IZIV]�HSPPEV�[EW�MRZIWXIH�MR�QMRMWXV]�TVSKVEQW���;I�[MPP�GSRWXERXP]�WXVMZI�XS�FIGSQI�QSVI�IJ½GMIRX�ERH�
more effective with the funds we are given.

Expense Area          Total Expenses            % of 2017 Expenses

Program Services & Event Costs   $1,156,687     84%
)\TIRWIW�MRGYVVIH�JYP½PPMRK�'07 �́ZMWMSR�ERH�QMWWMSR�MRGPYHMRK�%XXSVRI]�1MRMWXVMIW��'LVMWXMER�0IKEP�%MH��0E[�7XYHIRX�1MRMWXVMIW��'IRXIV�JSV�0E[�
& Religious Freedom, and conferences.

General & Administration        $107,849      8%
)\TIRWIW�VIPEXIH�XS�FYWMRIWW�QEREKIQIRX��½RERGI�ERH�EHQMRMWXVEXMSR��ERH�LYQER�VIWSYVGI�QEREKIQIRX�

Fund Raising       $108,539      8%
Expenses related to engaging current and potential donors and encouraging contributions of money, securities, materials and other assets, 
services and time.

Total Expenses                $1,373,075               100%

2SXI���8LIWI�½RERGMEP�VITSVXW�JSV������EVI�TIRHMRK�GSQTPIXMSR�SJ�SYV�ERRYEP�EYHMX���%PP�MRJSVQEXMSR�SR�XLIWI�TEKIW�VI¾IGXW�HEXE�JVSQ�
.ERYEV]���������XLVSYKL�(IGIQFIV�����������'07 �́%RRYEP�6ITSVX��-67�JSVQ������ERH�EYHMXIH�½RERGMEP�WXEXIQIRXW�EVI�EZEMPEFPI�EX�
ChristianLegalSociety.org.



Attorney Ministries
24%

Christian Legal Aid
8%

Conferences
18%

Law Student 
Ministries

13%

Center for Law and 
Religious Freedom

21%

Admin
8%

Development
8%

Christian Legal Society
2017 Program Expenses

Christian Legal Society
2017 Program Expenses

Attorney Ministries   $330,031  24%
Christian Legal Aid   $111,414    8%
Conferences    $252,128  18%
Law Student Ministries   $169,879  13%
Center for Law and Religious Freedom $293,235  21%
Administration    $107,849   8%
Development    $108,539   8%

Individual Donations $738,009  45%
Foundations Grants $237,025  14%
Membership Dues $384,393  24%
Conferences Fees $261,790  16%
Other   $13,156     1%

Individual Donations
45%

Foundations Grants
14%

Membership Dues
24%

Conferences Fees
16%

Other
1%Christian Legal Society

2017 Revenue Sources



Ways You Can Support CLS Today
Pray
Please continue to pray for all of CLS’ ministries as we continue to impact our nation for Christ. Our work is possible because of God’s 
provision and your faithful support. Nothing is more critical than bringing the needs of these ministries and the people we serve to the Lord 
MR�TVE]IV���8LERO�]SY�JSV�WXERHMRK�MR�XLI�KET�EW�[I�WIIO�XS�JYP½PP�XLI�HMVIGXMZI�SJ�1MGEL�����MR�GSQQYRMXMIW�EGVSWW�XLI�REXMSR��

Give
%W�E�'LVMWXMER�RSRTVS½X�QMRMWXV]�'07�HSIW�RSX�EGGITX�KSZIVRQIRX�JYRHW��3YV�[SVO�MW�WYTTSVXIH�IRXMVIP]�F]�JEMXLJYP�MRHMZMHYEPW�ERH�
JSYRHEXMSRW��PMOI�]SYVWIPJ��[LS�WLEVI�SYV�QMWWMSR��4PIEWI�GSRWMHIV�WYTTSVXMRK�'07�½RERGMEPP]�MR�XLI�GSQMRK�]IEV���=SY�GER�HIWMKREXI�]SYV�KMJX�XS�
your favorite CLS ministry if you would like. Please also consider incorporating CLS into your will today. CLS’ ability to reach more people for 
'LVMWX�MW�LIEZMP]�HITIRHIRX�SR�XLI�½RERGMEP�WYTTSVX�[I�VIGIMZI���
 
Volunteer
If you are interested in getting involved in CLS in a volunteer capacity, we have many opportunites available including, but not limited to:

• lawyers and administrative staff working at Christian Legal Aid clinics
• coordination with state lawmakers to protect religious liberty in states nationwide
• on site assistance at the CLS National Conference and regional retreats
• mentors for law students
• mentors for fellow lawyers 
• leadership and coordination of CLS attorney and law student chapters

Follow
Follow Christian Legal Society on Facebook and Twitter and share our regular updates with your friends and family.

Share
Please tell your friends, family, and colleagues about Christian Legal Society.  The best advertising is word of mouth, and we are always thankful 
for your positive words for our critical ministries.





Jennifer K. Patrick
CLS President & Chairman of the Board

/DZ�2IƓFHV�RI�-HQQLIHU�.��3DWULFN
San Diego, CA 

H. Robert Showers
CLS Past President 

Simms, Showers, LLP
Leesburg, VA

Sally Wagenmaker
CLS President-elect

Wagenmaker & Oberly, LLC
Chicago, IL 

Charles M. Oellermann 
Secretary
Jones Day 

Columbus, OH

Joshua Grosshans
Treasurer

Latham, Shuker, Eden & Beaudine, LLP
Orlando, FL

David Nammo
Executive Director & CEO

Christian Legal Society
6SULQJƓHOG��9$

Executive Committee



Board of Directors

Richard C. Baker
Mauck & Baker, LLC

Chicago, IL 

Delia Bouwers Bianchin
The Lynch Law Group, LLC

Butler, PA

Anthony Bushnell 
The Bushnell Law Firm, LLC

Minneapolis, MN

Richard Campanelli
University of Virginia

Charlottesville, VA

Christopher J. Charles 
Provident Law
Scottsdale, AZ 

Professor Carl H. Esbeck 
University of Missouri 

School of Law*
Columbia, MO 

Jeffrey S. Fowler 
Laner Muchin, Ltd.

Chicago, IL

Michael V. Hernandez 
Dean, Regent University 

School of Law
Virginia Beach, VA 

John L. Kea, II 
The Southern Baptist 

Foundation
Nashville, TN

Stuart Lark
Sherman & Howard LLC
Colorado Springs, CO

Wallace L. Larson, Sr. 
Carson Messinger PLLC

Phoenix, AZ

Kenneth W. Starr 
Waco, TX 

Joseph Ruta 
Ruta Soulios & Stratis LLP

New York, NY 

Myron S. Steeves  
Trinity Law School

Santa Ana, CA 

William D. Treeby 
Stone Pigman Walther 

Wittmann LLC
New Orleans, LA 

Robert Trierweiler 
Campus Crusade for Christ

Orlando, FL

Members
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